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INTRODUCTION

Québec, one

1

of the best places
in the world to
, raise a
,

live

family
		 study, work,
		 do business
When you decide to immigrate to Québec,
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you are choosing a modern, French-speaking, pluralistic and egalitarian society for
yourself and your family—a society at the
crossroads of American and European
culture. Dynamic,
stimulating and culturally
vibrant, Québec is known for
its exceptional quality of life.
Universally accessible health care and
education, diverse cultural and recreational
activities, and the low cost of living are just
some of the many attractions that make it
one of the best places to live.
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Qu é bec : T H E G A T E W A Y T O A M E R I C A
UNITED STATES

A

cosmopolitan
population

IN A CENTRAL LOCATION
Situated in northeastern North America,
less than 1,000 kilometres from major urban centres such
as New York, Boston, Detroit and Washington, Québec is the
largest province in Canada. Its geographic area (1,667,926 km2)
is equal to that of the Xijiang autonomous region, is three
times that of France and five times that of Japan.

LIVING in Québec,
YOU’LL HAVE ACCESS
to EFFICIENT
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
and TRANSPORTATION

SYSTEMS THAT WILL
BRING THE WORLD
TO YOUR DOORSTEP.
The second most populous province in Canada,
Québec is home to 7.7 million inhabitants who live
primarily in the south, along the shores of the St.
Lawrence River. In 2007, 16% of the population was
under 15 years of age, 69.7% was between 15 and 64,
and 14.4% was 65 or over.
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French is the official language
of Québec. It is an essential
communication tool and a symbol of
belonging in Québec society. French is the
language most commonly used in public
life and the workplace, as well as in
communications, business and commerce.
Courses are offered free of charge to help
immigrants and their families learn French.
1

DYNAMIC URBAN CENTRES

Québec has a long tradition

Montréal is the largest city in Québec; other major

of immigration and is an open society. In the

population centres include Laval, Gatineau, Sherbrooke,

past few decades, the province has become

Trois-Rivières, Longueuil and Québec City, which is the capital

greatly diversified and is now home to more

of the province. Most of these centres are located along the

than a hundred cultural communities, whose members

St. Lawrence River, which runs through Québec and opens into

contribute to its demographic, social, economic and

the Atlantic Ocean. The river is the only navigable seaway into the

cultural development.

interior; the history of North America is closely associated with it.

The Chinese community in Québec

2004,
québec has
since

includes 63,000 members, the majority of
whom (91.5%) live in the metropolitan
Montréal area. More than a quarter of the

welcomed close

community was born in Québec.

45,000 new
immigrants
a year.

to

LIVING IN SYNC WITH THE SEASONS
1

QUEBECERS TODAY:

the province, where the vast majority of the population lives,

- 8% are Anglophone
another country

extensive area it covers, Québec is characterized by a
climate that varies greatly in different regions. The south of

- 80% are Francophone
- 11.5% are natives of

As a result of its geographic location and the

experiences mild springs, hot summers, cool autumns and
2

cold, snowy winters.

- 0.5% are of Amerindian origin
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QUÉBEC’S ECONOMY
1

Diversiﬁed, prosperous

and modern

Québec’s economy is comparable to that of Norway,
Singapore and Hong Kong. It ranks 43rd in the world
and 20th among OECD (Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development) countries. In
2007, Québec’s gross domestic product (GDP)
at purchasing power parity (PPP) totalled
US$246.3 billion or 19.4% of Canada’s GDP. Its GDP
per capita is greater than that of Italy and Spain.

BE A PART
of a Modern
economy
that’s open
TO the WORLD

Like the economies of most industrialized
countries, that of Québec is based first and foremost on
the services sector, which accounts for 73% of the real
GDP. The manufacturing sector is also prominent, ranking
second in importance. R&D expenditures as a share of
Québec’s GDP represent 2.7%, which is higher than the
average for the G7 countries.

q u é b E c ’ s economy

TRADITIONAL AND HIGH-TECH SECTORS WHERE
QUÉBEC MAKES ITS MARK
Québec is well known for its mining sector, ranking
among the 10 largest producers in the world. It also stands
apart for its forest resources sector: some 60% of the
newsprint used in the northeastern United States today is
exported from Québec. Farming is also an important activity,
especially in the St. Lawrence Valley where the land is
particularly fertile. Québec farmers produce fruits and

SUSTAINED GROWTH

vegetables, dairy products and maple syrup (of which Québec

Between 2004 and 2007, Québec experienced

is the world’s leading producer) in addition to raising livestock.

average economic growth of 2% a year. Close

The province boasts one of the largest reserves of fresh water

to 223,000 jobs have been created since

on earth, with lakes, streams and rivers covering 10% of

2003, and the unemployment rate

its total surface area. Its water

reached its lowest level in 33 years.
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QUÉBEC OFFERS PROMISING JOB

resources are used to generate
low-cost electricity through
environmentally-friendly means.

PROSPECTS. By 2011, there will be 700,000
jobs to be filled as a result of economic
growth and the retirement of a large

QUÉBEC’S ECONOMY HAS CHANGED

number of workers.

significantly in the past 10 years, with a

unemployment
rate reached its
lowest level in
The

33 years.
2

sharp rise in the number of innovative
high-tech firms.

1

Québec’s economy is constantly evolving. Just a few decades
ago, most industrial activity was in traditional sectors. Today,
the engines of growth are primarily industries like computer
and electronic component manufacturing, pharmaceutical

Québec’s economy focuses on exports. The province is part of

and drug manufacturing, aircraft design and

the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between

manufacturing, information and communications

Canada, the United States and Mexico. Since the agreement

technology, and business services. These sectors are

came into effect, Québec exports have increased sharply and

part of what’s now known as the new economy

account for 33% of the GDP. About 75% of Québec exports are

or the knowledge-based economy.

shipped to the United States, making the province one of the
leading exporters on the North American market, ahead of
the United Kingdom and South Korea.

IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAM
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGIES
A firmly-rooted tradition. A talented workforce,
sophisticated infrastructure and prestigious universities are
among the many factors that have convinced leaders like
Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) and Computershare
to open their doors in Québec. The 5,000 businesses
in Québec’s information and communications
technology (ICT) sector employ some
1

140,000 people and generate sales totalling
$26.4 billion. The majority of Québec’s ICT

WHERE QUÉBEC IS BUILDING ITS FUTURE

production (70%) is intended for export,
primarily to the United States.

1

AEROSPACE
A driver of growth. In 2006, Québec’s aerospace industry
production totalled $4.3 billion in real terms, making Québec

MULTIMEDIA

sixth in the world for production volume. The Greater

World-renowned expertise. Montréal, a major hub in

Montréal area is one of the world’s largest aerospace centres,

the interactive digital media industry, has earned a name for its

along with Seattle, Wichita and Toulouse. The presence of

dynamic animation and special effects software industry. The

major prime contractors like Bombardier Aerospace,

city has attracted young companies and large businesses such

Bell Helicopter Textron,

as Softimage, Eidos, A2M, Ubisoft and Electronic Arts. Today,

CAE, Pratt & Whitney
Canada, and equipment

2

the metropolis is a world capital of interactive entertainment.

manufacturers such as GE Canada,
Honeywell and Lockheed Martin, clearly
reflect the vitality of the aerospace industry.

LIFE SCIENCES
A world-class industry. Québec is home to the
research and manufacturing centres of the 10 largest
pharmaceutical multinationals. It ranks fourth in North
America for the number of biotechnology companies, and is
a leader in North American contract research. As a result,
Québec’s life sciences industry is one of the most dynamic

2

and densely concentrated sectors on the continent.
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QUÉBEC SOCIETY

Open and united
A DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL SYSTEM
The political system in Québec is based on the
British parliamentary model in which representatives of
all levels of government (municipal, provincial and federal
are elected. The Québec National Assembly (the elected
body in the Québec parliamentary system) has 125
representatives of the population, i.e., about one elected
member per 45,000 voters. Members are elected by
majority vote during a single round in a general election,
which must be held at least once every five years. All
citizens have the right to vote as of age 18.

Political
system is
based on
THE

freedom,

equality
and citizen
participation.

The State and its institutions are secular.
Their decisions and actions are therefore
made and taken independently of religious institutions.

q u é b E c ’ s economy

All Quebecers must obey the law. Violence towards
people is strictly prohibited and condemned by law. Québec
society encourages the resolution of disputes through
negotiation. The violent expression of ethnic, political
or religious rivalry or hatred is not permitted.

citizens
rights and
freedoms are
inseparable
each

FUNDAMENTAL VALUES OF QUÉBEC
All Québec citizens are equal and have the equal
protection of the law. Men and women have the same rights
and obligations in both public and private life. Québec women
are active in the workplace, where they hold decision-making
positions, carry on occupations and practise professions
traditionally reserved for men.

in

Québec, everyone

Rightto speak
freely, choose their
lifestyle, opinions
and religion – A RIGHT
has the

GUARANTEED BY LAW

from the

rights and
freedoms of
others, public
order, and,
the common
well-being.

1

The Québec government condemns racism and is
committed to promoting the full participation of all
citizens in the economic, social and

This notion of equality also means that spouses are

cultural development of Québec,

equal before the law. Both parents have the same obligations

regardless of their colour, sexual

toward their children, i.e., to provide them with the care and

orientation, religion, gender, or

security needed for their development. In the event of divorce

ethnic or national origin.

or dissolution of a union, a couple’s assets are divided equally

Discrimination and harassment

between them.

are therefore not tolerated.

IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAM
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LIVING IN QUÉBEC
1

An enviable
quality of

life

HEALTH CARE
Top-notch health care. All residents of Québec*
have access to high-quality essential medical care. The
public drug insurance plan offers basic protection for
Quebecers who are not eligible for a private plan.
* Individuals who settle in Québec are generally covered by the health insurance plan
after a three-month waiting period following their registration with the Régie de
l’assurance maladie du Québec.

Québecers
enjoy a unique
quality of life in
north america
1

DISTINCTIVE CHILD CARE SERVICES AND A
FAVOURABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR FAMILIES
With its network of daycare services for preschool
and school-aged children, Québec clearly stands out from its
North American neighbours. These universal, reduced-fee
services even compare advantageously with Scandinavian
countries, which are renowned for their social policies.
For a family with two children, the net cost of daycare in Québec is equal to 2.1% of the family’s
disposable income, compared with 6.2% in
Sweden and 20.1% in the United States.

LIVING IN QUÉBEC

World-class university education. The diplomas
awarded by Québec universities are recognized around the
globe and open doors to prestigious jobs. Québec
educational institutions are among the best in the world:
> McGill University placed 12th in the prestigious 2007
ranking of Times Higher Education;
> HEC Montréal is one of the 10 best business schools
outside the United States, according to BusinessWeek;
> The Université de Montréal is among the top 100 QS
World University Rankings 2008.

1

appreciate
québec’s educational
system, one of the
most evolved
and effective in
the world.
You’ll

$5,590

$5,643

$5,932

Nova Scotia

Ontario

Québec

Mixed gender classes are the norm at all levels.

Manitoba

$2,167

$5,361

$2,632

Newfoundland

compulsory for all children between the ages of 6 and 16.

$5,040

New
Brunswick

$3,276

$5,015

Alberta

from kindergarten through college. School attendance is

$4,530

British
Columbia

In Québec, education is free for all residents,

Saskatchewan

TUITION FEES* FOR UNIVERSITY STUDIES IN CANADA (CAN$)

Prince Edward
Island

ACCESSIBLE EDUCATION

* Average tuition fees for undergraduate students (for the 2008-2009 year)
Source: Statistics Canada, The Daily, October 9, 2008

Comparison of Québec and United States university tuition fees1
Business administration program — 2008 (US$)

You will be able to choose between the public and private

University
HEC Montréal (Québec)2

Residents

Foreign Students

2,696

14,957

education systems. The public education system is secular and

McGill University

3,227

16,903

language-based (French and English). Since French is the official

Cornell University (New York)

19,291

33,681

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

34,750

34,750

Boston College – Carroll School (Mass.)

35,674

35,674

New York University – Stern School (New York)

36,524

36,524

language of Québec, the children of immigrants, who
choose public school, are required to attend a Frenchlanguage institution until the end of their secondary
studies. At the college and university levels, students
may opt for the language of their choice.

IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAM

(Québec)2

1Tuition
2The

fees for undergraduate students for one year (US$). Tuition fees and other required fees.
exchange rate: CAN$1.00 = US$0.96 (average in 2008)

SOURCE: HEC MONTRÉAL AND MCGILL UNIVERISTY WEB SITES; BUSINESS WEEK WEB SITE (BUSINESS SCHOOLS
RANKINGS AND PROFILES).

LIVING IN QUÉBEC

COST OF LIVING
Among the lowest. When wages and the cost of living
are considered, the purchasing power of Quebecers compares
favourably with that of residents of large American and
European cities. When you choose Québec, you
will benefit from very affordable prices for food,
clothing and transportation.
Apartment rental costs and housing prices
are also very accessible, particularly outside the

1

large urban centres. For example, the price of
housing in Montréal is 30% less than in Toronto, and

A SAFE ENVIRONMENT

apartment rental costs in Montréal are 50% less than
in Miami or Los Angeles.

When you settle in Québec, you will be living in one
of the safest provinces in Canada, which is one of the most
secure countries in the world. Québec is known for its
peaceful environment and its values
of justice and respect of others. Its
crime rate is among the lowest in
North America.

A FIVE-YEAR TAX HOLIDAY
To benefit from a tax holiday, immigrants must

City

Average Price of
Housing (CAN$) – 20071

Average Monthly Rent
(CAN$) – 20072

Calgary

414 066

1 089

Vancouver

570 795

1 084

Toronto

377 029

1 061

Ottawa

273 058

961

Gatineau

185 693

662

Montréal

253 340

647

Québec

178 212

641

Sherbrooke

184 892

529

1Average
2Two

selling price for existing housing sold through Multiple Listing Service (MLS)
bedroom apartment

SOURCE: CANADIAN MORTGAGE AND HOUSING CORPORATION (CMHC), HOUSING OUTLOOK,
HIGHLIGHTS–CANADA, 3RD QUARTER 2008

transfer their assets to a foreign immigration trust. Foreign
source income earned by the trust is not taxable in Canada.
The tax holiday may be up to five years, as of the date of
residency in Canada. Only immigrants who have never lived
in Canada for more than five years may benefit
from the tax holiday. There is no restriction
as to the type of assets that may
be transferred to a trust.
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LIVING IN QUÉBEC

Hockey, the national sport. Hockey is closely linked with Québec’s identity.
The Montréal Canadiens, founded in 1909, is the oldest hockey team in the world; with 24
Stanley Cups to its credit, the team has won the largest number of championships.

Québec is also well known for its
vast natural environment, which
provides a feast for the senses and a
perfect setting for a wide variety of
recreational activities. Lovers of the
outdoors have access to numerous
downhill ski resorts, cross-country
1

ski and snowmobile trails, and hun-

1

dreds of kilometres of bicycle paths.

SPORTS AND CULTURE:
SYMBOLS OF QUÉBEC’S IDENTITY
As you get to know Québec, you will discover an open,

Impact Montréal is a professional

contemporary culture, where French and English roots blend

soccer team that plays in the

with aboriginal heritage. Influenced by its proximity to the

United Soccer League First
Division and has won

United States and the multi-ethnic character of its population,

numerous championships

Québec enjoys tremendous cultural vitality and creative

over the years.

talent. This vibrancy is reflected in literature, music, film, the
performing arts as well as painting, sculpture and fine crafts.

Le Cirque du Soleil is a vanguard
circus company, whose international
headquarters are based in Montréal. Founded
in Québec in 1984, this circus now employs

2

more than 4,000 individuals and presents six
world-touring shows, two arena shows, and six
other permanent shows including ZAİA, which
2

is performed at the Venitian Macao in China on
a stage in the form of an astronomy observatory.

Québec singer Céline Dion
is one of the biggest stars on the
international stage. She has garnered

Robert Lepage is one of Québec’s

numerous distinctions, including six

most avant-garde artists. Hailed by

Grammy Awards, two Oscars and two

critics around the globe, he creates and

Golden Globes. By 2007, 25 years into

produces highly original works that

her career, she had sold 230 million

push back the boundaries of traditional

records worldwide.

performance arts, redefining them
through numerous means including
new technologies.
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LIVING IN QUÉBEC

THE IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAM

Immigrate to Québec
a part of its
economic development
and be

IN QUÉBEC, IMMIGRATION COMES UNDER BOTH
the provincial government (Québec) and the federal
government (Canada). Québec is responsible for selecting
business immigrants who wish to settle in the province,
and Canada is responsible for admitting selected
immigrants into the country.

TO IMMIGRATE TO QUÉBEC, candidates and their
families must meet both selection and admission
requirements.

IF YOU WISH TO SETTLE IN QUÉBEC AND INVEST HERE THROUGH
THE IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAM, YOU MUST:

>

1. Have, alone or with your accompanying spouse

or common law partner, legally obtained net assets of an
amount determined by regulation, excluding any amounts
you received by donation less than six months before the
date you filed your application;

>

2. Have management experience with a legal farming,

commercial or industrial business, a legal professional
business whose staff, excluding you, held the
equivalent of at least two full-time jobs,
or an international agency, government,
government department or agency;

Management experience is defined as performing duties, for at least
two of the five years preceding your application for a selection certificate, involving the
planning, management and control of financial, human and material resources for which
you were responsible. This experience does not include experience acquired through an
apprenticeship, training or specialization for which a diploma is awarded.

I mmigrate to Qu é bec

R eference web sites

www.investquebec.com/china/index.htm

>

www.micc.gouv.qc.ca
3. Sign an investment agreement with a financial intermediary*.

• The investment agreement is one of the documents that must be submitted with
your Application for a Québec Selection Certificate.

• The investment, the amount of which is determined by regulation, is for a five-year
term and is guaranteed by the Québec government.

• Brokers and trust companies offer the option of financing your investment.
• The income generated by your investment will be used to finance two Québec
business assistance programs, the Business Assistance–Immigrant Investor Program
and the Programme d’aide à l’intégration des immigrants et des minorities visibles en
emploi (job integration assistance program for immigrants and visible minorities).

• At the end of the five-year term, the broker or trust company will, within 30 days,
return your investment to you without interest. However, the amount may vary if
you obtained financing for the investment.

* The list of financial intermediaries authorized under the Immigrant Investor Program
is available on the following web site: www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca

You must file your application
with the Québec immigration office serving
your country of residence.

For more information on the
Immigrant Investor Program, visit

www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca
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