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Top reasons to grow your business in Québec

STRATEGIC LOCATION' nd,

O Many free trade agreements giving access to 1.5+ billion consumers.

o Attractive market thanks to the Canada-European Union
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). Unlike
other top destinations for EU investment in the Americas, only Canada has
investment treaties in place with all 27 EU member states.

o Efficient transportation infrastructure with 20 strategic commercial
ports, 4 international airports and 1 integrated railway network connecting
Canada, US and Mexico.

o The St. Lawrence River, stretching over 1200 km, links North America's
industrial heartland with Northern Europe and the Mediterranean.

Port of Montréal |

A DRIVING FORCE OF THE CANADIAN ECONOMY?

o 8.5 million inhabitants, representing 23% of Canada’s population.

o  Witha GDP of nearly $470 billion and the lowest unemployment
rate in Canada, Québec makes up 20% of the Canadian economy.
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WORLD LEADER IN SEVERAL CUTTING-EDGE SECTORS

o Including IT, life sciences and health technology, Al,
cybersecurity and aerospace.

o Significant foreign investment and excellent business
opportunities in IT, financial services, FinTech, electric and smart
transportation, clean technology, innovative manufacturing, transportation and
logistics, etc.

" World Trade Organization, “Regional Trade Agreements Database”, 2020; World Bank, “GDP and total population by country”, 2019; U.S. Census Bureau, Population in the United States,
2020; Global Affairs Canada, 2021; Ministére des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie, 2021.
2 Ministere des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie, 2021.
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POOL OF HIGHLY SKILLED WORKERS?®:

o 500,000+ students at 18 universities and 140 colleges

across Québec.

o Canadian R&D leader (in % of GDP), with $97+ billion in total
spending.
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COMPETITIVE COSTS*

o Lowest electricity rates in North America.
o Average operating cost advantage of 25% compared to
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o0 One of the lowest tax rates in North America, with 26.5 %
Quebec City Place d'Youville street scene (compared to 28% in California and 34% in New York).

SUSTAINABLE AND CLIMATE-NEUTRAL ECONOMY?*:

o Lowest greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions per capita than all other
Canadian provinces and US states.

O Electricity sourced from 99.8% renewable energy, principally
hydropower.

O Leading-edge ecosystem and expertise based on several green energy
sources, including hydroelectricity, wind, biomass and green
hydrogen.

0 One of the least polluting primary aluminium production in the world
(7 times less polluting than aluminium production in China).

O Proactive green battery production governmental strategy, looking to
fill the critical gaps in the value chain to produce a battery with a low carbon
footprint.

About Investissement Québec International

Investissement Québec plays an active role in Québec’s economic development. It supports business creation and growth
with advisory services, investments and customized financial solutions. It also provides technological support to spur
performance and innovation. Through Investissement Québec International, it assists Québec-based and international
companies with their globalization projects and prospects for talent and foreign investment for Québec.

Looking to expand your business in Québec? Learn more at
https://www.investquebec.com/international/de/Kontakt-frhtm

3 Canadian Bureau for International Education, “Facts and Figures”, 2020; Canada Research Chairs, 2020.
4 According to Hydro-Québec’s estimate based on 3,060,000 kWh of usage, 5,000 kW of power and a 85% load factor; KPMG, «Tax Facts 2020-2021».
S Conference Board of Canada, 2021; Association de l'industrie électrique du Québec, “Annual report 2019-2020"; Government of Québec, 2020.
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